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THE VILLAGE OF REDSTONE, COLORADO

1.
e Peaceful Uillage

Hlabutons ey little publicized and litle known, lies in the heart
of the Elk Mou he western slope of Colorado, It is drained
by a siver of singular cearness, and the river is appeoprialy called
the Crystal. The shining stream moves serencly in the late summer
months from a ghost town, high in the mountains, to Carbondale where
it loses itsclf in the more famous Roaring Fork. Then its remnants, all
identity lost, are carried to the great Colorado at Glenwood Springs.

In the early spring the Crystal s a torrent, lusty with melted snows,
swollen with waters which have plunged from the steep sides of the Elk
Range.

In winter it almost slecps.

But, always, it s a strange river, and the history of man on its
banks has been filled with promiscs, dreams, and disillusion.

here is a town in the valley which, once scen, can never be
for gcm:n It is called Redstone, situated south of Carbondale and north
of Marble, and it might be called an incredible fantasy were it not for
certain visible proofs of its reality. Fabulous in origin and setting, its
buildings were so well constructed and its site s so sheltered that neither
nature nor man's depredations have destroyed it. The Redstone Inn, at
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the southern end of the village, cannot be called a monument to the
corpse of a dream, because the building retains all its original gracious
splendor—and more. Today it is a completely modernized hotel, but it
has lost nothing of its charm and its old-world quictness.

Redstone is cighteen miles south of Carbondale and can be reached
by a good highway. Its altitude is a litle over seven thousand feet. In
1941 it had a population of twelve, but since then the population has
grown, and the village is now a secluded, though casily accessible resort.
The Inn is a headquarters for deer and elk hunters during open scasons,
and is a mecca for the fisherman who trics his luck in the waters of the
Crystal within two hundred yards of the Inn’s front door. Visitors who
would rest find ineffable peace in both the tradition and the scenic beauty
of the vicinity.

Redstone is a sportsman’s goal. Elk, deer, and trout abound. It is
possible to find bear in the surrounding hills. Once rocky mountain sheep
climbed in the surrounding red cliffs. They have disappeared, of course,
but as late as 1912 trainmen found a wild ram’s carcass which had been
caten by coyotes. According to newspaper accounts of the find: “Careful
measurements showed the horns to be sixteen inches in circumference at
the base, cighteen inches from point to point, and cach horn is thirty-two.
inches in length.

Redstone’s history is amazing. It was founded at the beginning of
the century by John C. Osgood, one of the strangest of builders, and
a man whose life remains shrouded in mystery. From newspaper items,
published in modern times, one can glean some more or less authentic
information about the town, the Inn, and Clevholm, Osgoods ow
mansion:

Announcement is made of the sale of Clevcholm and 350 of its baronial
acres at a reported price of $100,000.00, “a small fraction of two and one hal

ion. to the historic Western Slope estate shortly after the turn of
century.

hedtone i te show plce o Coloado bl becween 1900 and 1903 3
the h:mm ‘and home of . C. Os

 original cstate of J. C. Osgood included a forty-two room tudor manor
e fory roominn, an enare mountain basin rich with cosl, 4
railroad, and 4300 a

- Fabulous Cleveholm. Rockefeller and Morgan dined there. The sixty pastel
colored cottages were sold several years 4go to private individuals.

Oupucd e e bl ding 3 s srggle with Bockseler
rests over control of the Colorado Fuel & Iron Compay

~The forty room Redstone Inn is a copy of a Dutch tavern.

;i alan aris were brought across the occan o, hand i oak panced
walls. The walls of Cleveholm library were covered wi ooled green
Tather, Gresa sl beocede o walls of Tl roosn Dising: ooen. wals ‘e

covered with ruby velvet, Woodwork solid mahogany. Gold Jeaf covers ceilings
of many rooms. Fireplace of hand-cut stone. Sweeping paved courtyards in tudor
manner, Expensive stables pancied in oak.
The famous Redstone Tnn is & frame and sandstone structure of Dutch
Gekign, with 4 high square clock wer and  magnifcent cuttone Areplace.
It should not be forgotten that these things were done almost fifty
years ago in wild mountains, in a region scarcely yet civilized, and
almost 400 miles from Denver by rail. And such storics, in newspaper
features and magazine articles, will continue to appear from time to time.
The interest in Redstone is intense, its magnificence unbelicvable, and
its structures incredible.

A Man

But what of this man named Osgood who, in 1882, first dreamed of
these things? The story is told that two prospectors, Griffith and Parry,
hunting for gold twelve miles from the present sitc of Redstone, saw a
tremendous snow-slide in 1881. To their amazement the slide uncovered
a huge vein of coal where they had expected to find gold. They were
true prospectors, not coal-men. They were looking for gold, or lead, or
silver, or zinc. They sold their claim to one Osgood for $500. It is
further related that Osgood could pay only half at the time of the sale,
and the two men walked with him to Crested Butte, over the top of the
Elk Range, in order that he could obtain the other half of the purchase
price from his partner, one Kebler, who was to be Osgood’s right-hand
man almost until the end of the dream.

Perhaps that was the beginning. In 1902 the New York Times®
carried a story:

THE NEEST FIOURS I FUCANCE

“Remarkable Carcer of J. C. Who Has Defeated John W. Gates. A
Brookpe Lt Wi St The Eoorad Fo  row G v O R a0

*New York Tisss, September 7, 1902.




2 Boy—Now Controls Giant Indusrici—Model Town of Swiss Chalets and an
%0 Egluh Inn-" He Has abluhed. in The Rockics-Workimen Who
Dress for Dinnr and 3 G Where No Treaung 1 Alowed.

land Osgood of Redton, Colorado who enjoys the prowd disincion of having

e e e B ST e SR

‘This part of the Times story refers to the historic battle waged by
John W. Gates against the two giants, Rockefeller and Morgan, in 1901
and 1902. Gates was notoriously an opponent of the growing Ainancial
monopolies. According to Wendt and Kogan, in their recent biography
of Gates®, he technically got control of CFSI by acquiring 191,609 shares
of the 259,178 available. Osgood, acting for the Rockefeller interests,
refused to yield control of the company cven though the stocks were
listed on the New York Stock Exchange. He maintained that any trans-
fer without his approval and signature was invalid. He refused to allow
the new owners to attend a stockholders’ mecting, and managed to get
an injunction from Circuit Judge John Mullens of Denver prohibiting
Gates' attendance. The war included threats of violence, and Gates
started suits in the Federal Courts. Stocks dropped and Gates lost
$3,000,000 in two months, according to Gates' biographers. Finally he
sold to George J. Gould, the son of Jay Gould, and the Rockefellers
had complete control.

By 1903 the Rockefeller-Osgood combination had split apart, but
that is another story.

The Times story goes on to ask: “WHO IS HE?

luste to his name, but to the manner in which he has built up an industry . ...

. Osgood's bes fiends in Colorado arc under the imprssion tha
e i an Englshman by birt. But this s an erfor. He is an Amescen-of the
true type for many generations back.
“He was born in Braoklyn on March 6, 1851, and has consequently b recntl
pasid his iyt birthday. His Tathr was in the wholele 4rog wade bok
< became iniected with Western {ever and in' 1857 removed % Jows.scigs
with his son i Burington. The death of his father o gears aée covncd s

*Lloyd Wendt and Herman Kogan, Bir A Muiox, Bobbs, Mer
Lioyd ¥ 0 A Muuiox, Bobbs, Merrill, 1948, pp.
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boy to return o the East, and he lived with relatives at Providence, R. 1. where
he attended school until he was fourteen.

“It was at this age that young Osgood was thrown on the world to earn his own
living, and he left the roof of his Quaker relatives to become an office boy in
2 Providence cotton mill. Business apitude was not wanting, and two years later

Wi
Breast Fuel Co. with offces at Otturmwa, The upward path was plainly marked
now, and his twenty-third year found young Osgood the cashier of the First
National Bank of Burlngton, lows, Unil 1876 he remained with the bank, and
then assumed the control of the White Breast Company.”

In less claborate tones the facts are these: John Cleveland Osgood
was born in Brooklyn, New York, March 6, 1851. He was the son of
Samuel Warburton Osgood and Mary Hill (Cleveland) Osgood. The
Osgood ancestors came from England in 1630 and founded the town of
Andover, Massachusetts. The Cleveland ancestors came to Massachusetts
from England about the same time, and scttled the towns of Salisbury
and Thompson, Connecticut, on lands bought from Indians. Osgood's
great unle, General Moses Cleveland, founded the city of Cleveland,
Ohio. John Cleveland Osgood was educated in public schools of Daves
port, lowa, and Brooklyn, N. Y., and in the Friends Boarding School,
Providence, Rhode Island, The jobs he held were accurately given by
the Tins article. He first visited Colorado in 1882, and is supposed to
have visited every coal mine open at that time in the state. He located
in Colorado and organized the Colorado Fuel Company which acquired
the Colorado Coal and Iron Company (organized in 1880 by General
W. J. Palmer and others). The new corporation was called the Colorado
Fucl & Iron Company. He secured the investment of over forty million
dollars in the coal and iron business in the state. He broke with the CFl
in 1903. His second wife, known as “Lady Bountiful” to Redstone citi-
zens, died some time after this break. He married again, just three years
before his own death in Redstone. His ashes are said to have been scat-
tered in the valley he loved. His principal licutenants were J. A. Kebler,
A. C. Cass, John L. Jerome, and others. Osgood, Kebler, Cass, and
Jerome were known as the “Towa Crowd,” and received much publicity
in 1903 as having been the last “independents” opposing the Rockefeller
and Gould interests. However the Denver Tivss, in its issue of Novem-
ber 23, 1903, ran a remarkable editorial:

“A sensational sory in connection with the fight for control of the Colorado

Fuc i Ton Company s ivn out his ornoon b & man who i 1 4 osion




0 recover by legal procecdings. Not only did these men come out of the CF&I
fight with lessencd fortuncs, but their health was seriously impaired.”

At the time of the appearance of this cditorial the three men were
dead.

The truth of many conjectures about the short term of Osgood's
supremacy in the company cannot be discussed here. Too many men
“should be in a position to know.” Too lttl is really known, and noth-
ing should be taken for granted. But it is known that Redstone operated
only a short time, about four years (1899 to 1903) under Osgood's reign,
and that he, after he left the company, retained ownership of the town
of Redstone, his mansion, the Redstone Inn, the Club House, the School
House, and hundreds of acres of land unmatched for scenic beauty in
the state. He died at Cleveholm, but visited there only occasionally be-
tween 1903 and 1926,

Puofle

The truth of Osgood's town remains; the beauty of the Redstone Inn,
and a few of the workers' cottages, no two built alike, no two painted
alike. The school house is gone, the club house is gone, Big Horn
Lodge is gone, but men live in the valley who recall the care he took
of his men, both in the village where the coke ovens were built and
in the mining camp, Coal Basin, twelve miles away. These men also
remember the school and the club. The ruins of the hunting lodge stand
(the building was torn down for sale), and one can visit the mining
camp by horseback or jeep.

A New York Tiss reparter wrote, : “Redstone, ‘the Ruby of the

Rockics, s 3 town to rave over from the standpoint of both beauty and philan.

thropy. Fiftcen months ago Redstone consisted of let outsde

huts or “dugouts” o use the more expressive Western vernacu

Today it is

most beautiful town in Colorado, a thriving litte village of 250 o 300,
connected with the outside world by the Crystal River Railroad, a company
possession, with a hive of industry at its very doors, one of the company’s big
coking plants, and with the source of supplies but twelve miles up to the moun-
tains at Coal Basin.

A perfct picture o colo it is, well built, harmonious with s surroundings,
and prosperous, i not opulent, in appearance. On the sde o the saion are the

pecial architect is engaged in the work and he is partial to the
Swiss chalet effect, not inappropriate in 2 mountain town. But each residence
s gaily, though moderately, painted in dificrent colors, and the architectural
style differs always in the same manner

“In these conages dwel the cmploycs o the company at the coke ovens, the
miners having 3 town of theis own up in the hill, They are apprecativ, to0
s Tahan, Hom, a0 Ausian, and decorate theie hormes sccording o 0

“There s the Redstone Inn, a model litle hostelry in old English style.”
In the club “there are plunge baths and shower baths, for the men when 1
fnish the day's work, with lockers in which they may keep their working clothes,
thus cffecting a change, for the appearance of the men in the town streets in
their grimy garb is not encountered.”

There were reading rooms, filled with newspapers in many lan-
guages and the best of the magazines of that date. There was a library
with many volumes, including the classics, made available to every
worker and to every member of any worker's family. There was a
theatre, complete with all stage accouterments. Gambling was barred
in the Club, but men played penny-ante poker and ten cent pool. And
there was a famous rule which forbade anyone to buy drinks for any
other man.

Some of the buildings, including the Club and the School, have
been torn down for salvage, but the fine Redstone Tnn remains, as well
as many of the houses, and Cleveholm, two miles south of the village.

Nine years after the Traes article, quoted above, appeared, Lord
Ogilvy was writing in the Denver Post:

“There is one of the fincst mountain automobile roads in.the state from Carbon-
dale to Redstone and it was promoted in the first place, like so much elie
(Redstone), by J.  who, togeher with Mrs. Osgood, did s0 much
in the Crystal River Valley. | have secn the Redstone sociological achievement
Mr. Osgood referred to a5 an cxperiment, but it was a great deal more than

*New York Tisss, September 7, 1902.




that; it was an achievement, the successful achievement of s idea often promul-

gated and seldom carri

ed into effect,

““That Redstone is today (1911) a deserted village is simply due to the fact that
the coal fields, the source of the industrial being, have passed into the hands
and control of those who think Sunday schools mre important than sanitation
and precept more important than practice—the same kind of people, in fact, 35

those who when 3 rare
pickling pork in his bat
than o teach him the real use of such accessorics.
“It s true that this does
of labor and that only

instance occurs of some newly imported laboring man
h tub think it more important to publish the fact abroad

not represent the ideas of the most successful employers
he ignorant persist in thinking that keeping people dirty

gets more work out of them, but the idea was quite prevalent at the time when

Mr. Osgood introduced

2 decent sanitary and social system at Pucblo and Red.

stone and dog kennel idea in the coke and coal camp. I asked
T. M. Gibb of Redstonc how  the conveniences of shower baths and lockers for
their clean clothes 1 go home in worked at Redstone. ‘Why,' said he, ‘i took
from two to three days for a man e here dirty to make use of

cars the camp was in operation and when it was tur

8 out the highest quality of coke, though not sufficient in quantity for the
insistent demand from the Salida and Montana smeltcrs,

““The public buildings in Redstone were the Inn, the Club with a theatre up-

people; a library, full of technical as well as amusing books

iven along with'tec

ical instruction, 5o that the young

g Wi
could fit themsclves among healthy surroundings for any trade, A great deal was

done 1o encourage gard

lening, 3 herd of cows belonging to the workmen was

driven for pasturage t the hills by a common herder and returncd at night 10 3

common barn, where
of really good milk wa

e owners could milk and care for them, and thas plenty
s provided for the children.”®

Clippings from Cam axp PLax, the weekly published at the time
by the company in Pucblo, can give some idea of the village life:

December 14, 190

L.—"The Crystal River Mandolin Club meets twice a

week and is doing good work

“A group of fity house
and ready for occupatior

)
&
o]

litde cottages in_differ

s in the lower part of the town will shortly be finished

battened walls, painted a dreary mineral red, but tasteful

ent styls, prettly_omamented, comfortably arranged

internally and painted in every varicty of restful tolor.

B 20, 1901
elaborate celebration of

*Denver Post, May 29, 1911,
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1 —“Arangements have been completed for quitc an
Christmas in Redstone. The public school is to have its

trce in the Inn, which is nearing completion. Mrs. Wright and Miss Freeman
are in charge of the entertainment to which all residents of Redstone have been
invited. Mr. and Mrs. Osgood and their gucsts will be present.

“A night school will be started at once in Redstone. A mecting was held in the
school house a week ago last Monday and quite a large number of men have
shown interest in the project...."

“The Elk Mountain Inn will shortly be ready for occupation. The opening cere-
monics are cxpected o take place during the midwinter holidays and 3 large
representation of the CF&I offcials will be in attendance.”

“Work on the company's hotel in town is rapidly being pushed, and bachelor
employees may soon have comfortable quarters, at present greatly needed.”

“The club house is also taking form, and the new school will soon rear its
pleasing form on the hill, overlooking the village.”

“Our school is progressing steadily under the able and enthusiastic guidance of
Mrs. Wright and Miss Freeman. The scventh and cighth grade pupis have be-
come proficient in the use of the reference works in the ibrary.

-3 school library has been founded by Mr. and Mrs. Osgood, and contrib-
ted o in lesscr degree by other friends of education, There are now 256
volumes in the library, Kipling, Dickens in full sets, the ‘Henty Books: and
many valuable reference works ... There are also books of travel and adventure
and some technical works on mechanics, engineering and kindred subjects

<. March 29, 1902—"A brass
organized at Redstone, under the directorship of Elisco Jacoe.

band of twenty-nine instruments has been

“Walter Macher has organized a home dramatic company, and will put on
The Two Orphans at the opening of the auditorium in the ciub house.”

April 5. 1902—"The bottom west of the coke ovens has been entircly
vacated, and the huts that once occupied that ground are being removed o
destroyed. The land will be cleared up and converted into garden plots for the
employees of the company at Redstone.”

‘The former tenants of the ‘Badlands’ are now occupying the cosy cottages in
North Redstone. The new coke ovens are all about completed, and will be fred
up next Sunday. This will bring the total up to 200 ovens.”

November 21, 1902—"The (Redstone) Club is incorporated
purposes and is governed by a Board of Directors composed of thirteen active

“All Kinds of the best grades of liquors are served at reasonable prices from a
well-stocked bar. A “no treating’ rule operates to promote the temperate usc of

getting 100 much, he is told quietly that he has had enough, and can buy no
more at that time. Al “soft drin} I a5 sandwiches, hot chocolate and
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cake are served st o Copis of house e ae prined i thie languages and
posted conspicuously. Visiors are admitted when introduced by members, and
Soring thelf sty are entited to al the pivileges enjoyed by the members

Adicining the lounging room o, he north is o large well-ighted biard room
supplied with one convertible and two pool tables. On the south is the reading
room, supplied with popular weekly and monthly magazines and daily
weckly ncwspapers, te e in Engly Taian and Slavoic A small rfecnce
library is found on the shelves. In the basement are numerous shower and tub
baths, dressing rooms for women an

“A much appreciated feature which must not be overlooked is the ‘Ladies’ Eve-

ning’ at the Club. Although women are not cligible for membership, they are

ot barred from the privileges of the club. Wednesday cvenings are given over

the wives and daughters and visiting friends of members. Whist and euchre

parte s, pol and ligh refreshiment, togsher wih isrumentl music,
ine to make these evenings pass away all t0o quickly

Al 9, 1904.—In mentioning the goodthings of Redstoe,the Inn hould

ot be overlooked. A more complete or better furnished litle hotel it woul
hard to find and yet s guess are nearly all smployees of the company (in
1904). The Inn contains al the conveniences and apphiances of 3 modern hotel,

steam heating apparatus, electric lights, hot and cold water, bathrooms, closets,
barber shop, laundry, telephone, beautifully furnished lounging and reading
room and all the acccsoris.”

A UYan's Jame Lives e fim

Vaughn Mechau, a Denver journalist who knew intimately many men
who were Osgood’s acquaintances, has writien: “Despite an orderly
mind that grasped and totaled figures with the accuracy of an adding
machine, much of Osgood’s activity was strictly off the cuff without
advice or explanation from anyone. His opinions were not chronicled
in the press; he was not a public speaker. From evidence available, he
lavished decp affection on both people and things he loved—and greatest
of things he loved was Redstone on the Crystal. In 1880 John C. Osgood
found the place he wanted for his home—the thing closest to his heart—
an opportunity for workers to live decently and the gratificaion of indi-
vidual

Whatever Osgood’s motives were, whatever might be the mystery
of his vast holdings in the valley when he died, it must be said that
in Redstone he conducted an amazing experiment in a combination of
semi-feudal theory and benevolent industrialism.

14

Cleveholm, his personal home, is intact today. Some of the houses
built for his workers and foremen remain, and the Redstone Inn is a
modernized hotel which stands graciously at the southern end of the
village, open to anyone who would visit the most remarkable spot in
the valley.

But twelve miles from the Inn, by Jeep or any rugged motor-car, one
finds the ghost town of Coal Basin, dead now, and flled with the ecri-
ness of unforgotten dreams.




LOOKING SOUTH FROM AVALANGHE PASS TOWARD TREASURY MT. RANGE, COLO.

2
Ghosts of Violence

}27 t the southern end of the Crystal River Valley is a cavernous hole

in solid rock at the bottom of a canyon which tightly confincs the plung-
ing stream. It is called the “Devil’s Punch Bowl,” and a legend has
persisted since the first days of the white man’s intrusion. The legend
maintains that in the depths of the “Devil’s Punch Bowl” rest the
remains of a man who fell into it from the trail which winds more than
a thousand feet above. It i said that the skeleton of his horse, tied to a
and it is believed
a furry of carly

tree, was found one spring when the snows melte
that the man had dismounted on the trail, perhaps
winter, and somehow had fallen to his death.

Jhe Heart of the Sl Mountains

In the Marble Boostsn, September 2, 1916, under : hmdmg “Twenty-
seven Years Ago,” the following item was publish

“In the hear of the Elk Mountains of western Colorado in a e park contain-
ing less than 100 acres, closely beset on all sides by gigantic hill, lies a litde

collection of miners' log houses the enterprising owners call Cryst
the summer there are perhaps 200 people in the hamict, while in winter,
the trails and roads that conneet the community with the rest of the world are
deeply buried in snow so that only the experienced mountaineer can travel over
them, the number dwindles down to fifty or seventy-five. Here is  settlement




that i having almost as hard 3 siugele for exisince 3 did Sileron from 1873

road will render ther natural resources availabl

The rmlmad‘ as predicted, was to reach Marble in ms. but was
never to cover the remaining six magnificently scenic miles to Crystal.
Today (1950) the town is a ghost. Some of its houses and stores, how-
ever, having been constructed of sturdy pine, are remarkably well pre-
served. Its violent and romantic setting, of course, cannot change. It can
be reached by automobile—cightcen miles from the Redstone Inn at
Redstone.

Thhres Lountiss

Crystal is in Gunnison County, as is Marble. The history of the towns
is linked with the history of the development of Gunnison County.
Early exploration did not move north, from Carbondale, but south, from
Crested Butte, through Schofield, over Schoficld Pass into Crystal, and
down the Crystal River to Marble.

Gunnison County was first penetrated by prospectors in the carly
sixties. The county seat, Gunnison, was surveyed in 1872 and founded
in 1874, In 1877 the county was set off from Lake County. One of the
first important silver discoveries in the state was made in the Forest
Queen Mine west of Crested Butte. A few days after the discovery one
half interest in the mine was sold for $100,000. The railroad was ex-
tended to Crested Butte, from Gunnison, in 1881. The county was named
in honor of John W. Gunnison who led an expedition into the region
in 1853 to find a feasible route for a railroad to extend from the Missis-
ver to the Pacific Ocean. Gunnison traveled up the Arkansas
RS oS Dot Fors e s et S g e e e
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San Luis Park, and through Cochetopa Pass to what is now Gunnison
County.

The Crystal River Valley is located in three counties. Its upper
end, Crystal and Marble, lics in Gunnison County. Placita and Redstone
lie within the boundaries of Pitkin County, and its lower, or northern,
end at Carbondale, lies in Garfield County.

Pitkin County was set apart from Gunnison in 1881 and named in
honor of Frederick W. Pitkin, then governor of the state. Aspen is the
county seat. Pioneer sttlers arrived about 1879, an overflow from the
booming camp of Leadville. In the same year Ute Indians frightened
these early prospectors from their camp, and they fled over the range
to Tincup and into Gunnison County. In 1880 B. Clark Whecler and
others were on the ground again, but development of the famous Aspen
silver mines was retarded until the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad
reached the town in 1887. The Midland line (now abandoned) reached
Aspen in 1888, and by 1890 the county had a population of 8,929. Aspen
steadily declined after the devaluation of silver in 1893 and the closing
of he Tndian mits | but today it is one of the most famous ski resorts
in 2 00 the population was reduced to 7,020, and Aspen
itself had de:lm:d t0 1,834 by 1910. The town, built at the confluence of
Castle, Hunter, and Maroon Creeks with the Roaring Fork River, was
a great mining camp for approximately ten years—rom 1899 to 1908.
In those years the county produced $15,800,000 in silver, $10,120,000
in lead, $14000 in capper, and a negligible amount of gold.

Hohofield and Eaystal

A whitc mule is supposed 0 have carried General Grun o Schofield
when the president made his roaring t the west. Not to be out-
done by the wet and vociferous Sovpiaby htenidinty
welcome was unparalleled. The story is told that one E. E. Riland, a
civil war veteran, magically furnished the whiskey out of one suitcase
which contained plugs of chewing tobacco and a few bottls of

mysterious “extract.” Wilfred Parry, who was born in Marble in 1838
and lives there today, had the story from his father, W. D. Parry, one of
the carliest prospectors in the district. Apparently the ingenious Riland
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died with the secret in his breast, and the nature of the “extract” was
lost to posterity.

Today it is not possible to drive from Schofield to Crystal. The old
wagon road over the pass was never secure. However, for the traveler
who likes to walk or o ride a horse, it is possible to make the journey
through some of the most magnificent and rugged country in America.

By 1892 Schofield was gone and Crystal had passed its peak. In
1892 Marble had seven saloons and the stories told of the Schofield dis-
tricthad become legend. One such story reveals that a woman known
only as “Old Lady Jack,” a nicce of Jim Bridger, famous Indian scout,
lived in Schofield in the *90s. She liked to place old boards on top the
ten foot snow in the month of May in order that she might rock herself
in an old rocking-chair in the sun. According to Parry, who is a mine
of information and legend, she always worc a gunny sack draped over
huge shoulders on such occasions to keep herself warm. She insisted
upon washing her firewood before burning it—not being willing to get
her hands dirty; and when she washed her vast colony of cats she hung
them by the napes of their necks in the warm sun to dry. And there
was Jim Lambert, a veteran of the Bluc, with bullets in his legs, who
was known throughout the upper valley as “Boilbeef Jim” because,
being a cook by profession, boiled beef was the only thing he ever
prepared for his clients.

The mineral resources of the southern end of the Crystal were
recognized almost from the beginning. One of the first geologists to
enter the region, John K. Hallowell, whose report on his findings and
surmises was published in 1883,% wrote that he started at the head of
Slate River in Gunnison County, crossed over the divide to the head of
Rock Creck, passed around Galena Mountain, and descended into
Crystal Basin at the foot of Treasury Mountain. Every few hundred fect
he found veins of ore—iron, zinc, galena, and copper sulphides. “While
this Rock Creek section,” he added, “has not been to this date (1882)
ranked as an ore producer in any sense of the term, except perhaps the
Eurcka mines ... the wagon road finished into Crystal Basin this fall
ring this territory to the front at once on the opening of another

*John K. Hallowell, Gowisow, CoLonwvos Bowaxza Couwy, Denver, Colorado
Museum of Applied Geology and Mineralogy (Subseripiion edion), 1883
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Crystal had a population of 500 as early as 1880, and a newspaper,
the Crystal River Commex. lts most famous mines were the Black
Queen, Lead King, Catalpa, Black Eagle, Inez, Harrison Farley, and
the Sheep Mountain Tunnel. Ore from the most consistent producers was
hauled by mule team to Carbondale for shipment.

Col. Dean A. Burgess, in the Pucblo SrarJoumnat, July 15, 1916,
wrote:

“Crystal, Colo., June 24.—Six miles (from Marble) up the ever glistening and
¢ most beautiful scenic sections

Peak and the San Juan Range® lics the

amp of Crystal. The camp is strictly a silver-lead
zinc_producer, with some percentage of copper as a by-product. Gold occurs
bu i tor in the camp. The Sheep

Valucs. Tt is 3 lead-slver ore and an immense. tonnage of zinc czn be handied
besdes from the propertes”

In 1915 the population of Crystal was cight. In July, 1916, it was
seventy-five, and the town boasted two hotels, a small general store, and
a barber-shop-pool-hall. It is obvious that its fortunes were typical of
other mining camps, its population always more or less transient.

It was from Schofield, through Crystal, that the carly Marble pio-
neers, W. F. Mason, William Woods, W. D. Parry, John Mobley, and
others came when they first settled near the mouth of Yule Creck, at
the present site of Marble, before 1880,

Warble

In the late 70's prospectors poured into the Crystal River Valley in search
of gold. “Editor” Adams, of Montrose, writing in the Marble Boostzx,
July 15, 1916,

“The towns of Marble and Crystal were only about five miles apart, the latier
being farther up Rock Creek,t right in a crevice on the mountains. They were

*Burgess' boundaries are both inaccurate and hasy,
+Rock Creek is now known as the Crystal River, as far as Crysta.




rival mining camps in the carly days. Each had a newspaper and cach boosted
price, the mines did

churches, 2
in cvery particular. And it is some size, about
it was lively. The moving

picture show was running in full blast and knots and crowds of men and
Women everywhere, Both young and old paraded the strects there and do the
same things a5 we in Montrose, or elsewhere.”

Marble had had its short boom as a mineral cmp, but its resurrec-
tion and its subsequent life depended upon the white purity of the stone
for which it was named. Deposits of marble were discovered near the
present site of Marble by W. D. Parry and William Woods in 1882.
These deposits were later developed by the Colorado-Yule Marble Com-

y. J. C. Osgood, who built Redstone, quarried a piece of this marble
for the Worlds Cotumbian Exposition at Chicago in 1692, This single
picce is said to have cost $1,700 to quarry. Some rough marble was
quarried in 189596 and hauled to Carbondale in sleighs to be shipped.
In 1906.07 the railroad was built from Placita to Marble, a large mill
was constructed, and marble was trammed from the quarries to be
finished at the mill.

The Montrose editor, Adams, speaking of the mill, wrote:

“The machinery was as big as all outdoors. 1 never before saw such a massive
plant. Machinery until you could not rest, Such a noise and hum you could

s in two, and_every machine conceivable to cut and uwim marble into
he shape desired. The saws and plancrs run in water to keep them cool and
at the same time soften the stone a trife. Great blocks of marble are brought in
the building and when they go out at the other they are finished
ind polished and carved and crated or boxed ready 1o be loaded upon the cars
be interested,” Adams continues, “to watch the machines and mer

marble—you would be interested in everything. It does not scem
Possble 1o scc a huge block of marble come into one door of this immense

building, all in the rough, and see it go through the various evolutions that

make it beautiful,

e a bunch of lalian expert stone cutters, high priced workmen, T
doing the designing and carving, and the way they chiscl out any

water constandly falling on one spot on a rock, it wears a hole after awhile. In
one part of the buiding they have wat thy Gll 2 barel s, and it cuts i
2 circle 50 that blocks are sawed o1

“Before many of the blocks are »mgm int the building they are laid ide by
side and sawed in two by an endless wire that runs around grooved wheels
cither end. The wire s kept cooled

“Avin th templeof Solomon of old at this mill very sone s cut and shaped
and fited right there, so that when it goes to the place where the building or
Sruciee i Bong upy i can bl i place and comented without th sroke
o'+ fnbing hammer, These cxper workmen hav the dosign and plan and
they can produce it  thousand miles away from where it s to be finally used.

“Another picce of construction that were the forty massive
the,

the monument. If I ever go to Washington on a pleasure trip I shall look at
b gt monument of Coloado’s Superior nduteyand may have the plssre
of gazing upon the very picce of marble in one of those columns that I had my
Raids wpon when it was in the At stages of development

The Denver Repunticay, issue of January 1, 1907, announced that:

Marble beds large cnough to supply the entire nation for all time are being
opened up at Marble City. The quantity i practically inexhausuble and the qual-

the cliffs at an angle of about forty-five degrees. The existence of the

been known for twenty years, an iscoverer is now wor

as a laborer because he could ot obiain capital to work the mine.

s been bl ¢ great expense, conaecing il 3

and three switchbacks were necessary to take the mart

ouatain e to the beds; The work 1 sl belag dosc on the oad on the
itain side. A mill is being buili in the canon

“The beds cover 250 acres on cach side of the mountain and are 240 feet in

thickness. The valuable stone s cut from the mountain with saws no blasting

vin il be worked an the west ide o th canonav 3 gold mine, the vin being
followed into the hills

Itis interesting to note that at one time there were two towns on the
present site of Marble. One was called Clarence, the other Marble. Clar-
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ence was located in the fall of 1880 by John Mobley and the Clarence
Townsite Corporation; and Marble was founded in 1882 or 1883 by
William Woods, whose son now lives at Lily Lake, near Redstone. The
story is told that Woods sold one half his townsite to a Dr. Kline, who
happened to be a friend of John Wanamaker, then Postmaster General.
When the time came for the establishment of a post office in the region,
a dispute arose, but the Woods-Kline site, naturally, was awarded the
honor. Later Clarence became a part of Marble.

In the first years of development marble was not considered an im-
portant treasure in the vicinity. The carly prospectors were looking for
minerals. It is said that a Frenchman, LaGier (or La Gacier), once,
while walking from Schofield to the present site of Marble, carved a
ball and chain from the white rock which was later to make the town
famous. Prospectors then located their claims on White House and
Treasury Mountains.

A smelter was in operation in the town in 1897, processing the zinc
and lead ores which had been found in the region. Tt was not untl the
highway to Carbondale was completed in 1907 that Marble boomed.

The sons of the pioncers, Woods and Parry, tel the story that Parry's
father and G. D. Griffth, another pioneer, were working at the foot of
Daly Mountain on Carbonate Creck in the fall of 1880 when John
Mobley came over the pass from Schofield with his wife and two
children, Nellic and Chet Mobley. The children were tied in the panniers
on a burro. Mobley had been an Indian scout and came into the country
with fifty sacks of four, no salt, one bar of soap, and a box of matches
—besides his family. He built a cabin around the four, put his family in
the cabin, and wintered his burros on willow tops. Nellie Mobley was
the first white girl in Marble, and now lives in Carbondale. Woods and
Parry tell how the two children, that first spring, tramped on the snow
crust in their bare fect to beg salt from Griffith and Parry at their mining
claim up Carbonate Creck. The two miners were astonished to sce the
children wolf the salt like candy.

Probably it can never be known who the first white men were who
entered the valley. Bill Gant, who died a few years ago near New
Castle, according to Parry, maintained that he had come through the
country, trapping for beaver, in 1859, on his way to Fort Garland. Gant
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did not claim, however, to have been the first white man on the river—
because he said he found an old rusted gold pan near Prospect, a few
miles above the present site of Redstone. It might be assumed that the
49crs, on their way to California by whatever route happened to be in
front of them, panned down all the streams on the Continental Divide.

Parry’s father mincd the first ore to come from the famous Black
Quecn mine. It was packed on burros to Crested Butte, where it brought
one dollar a pound. Parry and his partners were frozen out of the mine
in 1892 by law suits. The mine was first opened in 1886, and has pro-
duced ore until recently.

But it was in marble that the future of the town lay, and the
quarrics were operated through a disastrous serics of fires and snow
slides for many years. The final disastrous blow fell in August of 1941
when a cloudburst, starting somewhere near the head of Carbonate
Creck, practically wiped out the entire business and residential districts.
‘The mills and the Yule quarry were closed a few months after the flood,
and have never been reopened. The flood, however, cannot be blamed
entirely for the final shutdowns. Substitutes for marble, and marble
vencers, had long been encroaching on the profitable operation of the
quarrics.

Colorado-Yule marble is known as the finest marble in the world.
Tt was used in the construction of such buildings as the Lincoln Memo-
rial,"Washington; U. §. Customs Building, Denver; Colorado National
Bank Building, Denver; municipal by
Francisco; the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at Arlington; and for
many other tombs, monuments, and buildings. A one hundred ton
block of marble was carved from the quarry for the Unknown Soldier's
tomb. This was reduced to fifty-six tons at the mill, and shipped to
Vermont for final processing. It is said to have been the largest block
of marble cver taken from a quarry, its only rival being one weighing
fifty tons, carved from a German quarry.

The deserted quarries can be visited today—vast, awesome holes
in the mountain side. The outcropping cliffs of pure white and serpen-
tine marble can be scen nearby.

In 1913 Marble had a population of 1,500, two newspapers, and a
town band. The quarries were shut down during the First World War,
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but resumed operation about 1920. At the time of the first great fire,
in 1926, xhc mill was the largest single marble finishing plant in the
world. The of the stone and the extent of the deposits are unsur-
e e e vertically, and extends
over 300 acres. At the upper end of Yule Creck is an exposed cliff, 800
fect of marble, most of it pure white, and some of it pink, blue, and
serpentine.

Mrs. Everette Murphy, of Marble, writing in the News-Chaspion
of Gunnison, Colorado, July 16, 1936, said

st mable depositin he world s thee and one bt mils from
e o Mt i e e s
{ar it carries o the mountuin has bich cstmated. ot onc 1 M miks b
geologists. Core drillings at various points show sixty per cent lightly colored
arble, and forty per cent pure white, without any coloring whatsoevcr,
“Mention should be made of underlying beds of limestone which at horizons
varying from 100 to 200 feet above the basal quartzite, have become impreg.

of the company's mill, there occurs a bed of compact crystaline limestone some
sixty feet thick, which has been located 35 a black marble.

The process of quarrying is described by Mrs. Murphy:

T canon s, siing more. than 1000 fect pespendiclaly, have been pcrced

near the tops and openings driven in on the deposit of white marble where there
the dimensions required. After being raised from their beds by feathers and
and placed under a three inch

picks up the blocks and carries

n which they arc loaded and taken

ines, transported to the gang saws,
ia dimensions for theie laes {abriction into colums, rchuraves
cornices, entablatures,

According to Mrs. Murphy the buildings of the Colorado-Yule mills
were 1700 feet long and had an average depth of 100 and 150 feet wide,
being cquipped with the finest machinery and every facility for handling
work prompily and perfectly. At that time the quarries were being
operated by the Vermont Marble Company of Vermont,
Something of the drama attendant upon quarry and mill e
d

can be found in three stories publishet single year, 1912, by
Marble Boostex.
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On March 9, 1912, the following story appeared:

DEATH IN A SLIDE
David Davis, Timekeeper at
the Quarry, Was Victim

id Davis, timekeeper at the Colorado-Yule quarry, lost his lfe in a snow.
AR e e el )
workmen had removed tons of snow from the path of the slide.

“The story of the tragedy was ... apparent. Davis had started for lunch. It

irrsistbly along with the lide and over & clfl,  drop of 120 feet o o the i
Tine tracks below whete he lay smothered and buried beneath 3
A partculaly sad feature in connection with the death of Davis lics in the
face "that his brother, the Rev. H. Davis, 4 Presbyterian minister at Pucblo,
arivd ere Wednewda to ke hirge ofthe body bt st the ime the Boowrek
st e (St e s by bl T rech he ey and i
ould the body be brought down to Marbl, owing t a swrm which has pre-
Satld nearly all shis week
e next Suuxday‘ March 16, the sad scquel to the Davis story
appeared in the p:
A CURIOUS SIGHT
Was the Bringing Down of
The Body of David Davis

s 2 dhe Boosrun was being prinicd la Frday, morning, 2 line of men
1 ine above the own, aharpy ihoucted against the snow

ngle fle and people in the town below could sce how har

it was for them o get through the deep snow. Then there was a space of
twenty-five yards and another line of thirty men, also in single file. At the end
o dhe line wer Tourmen—wo. of them abous cwenty feet back, The space

Watchers inthe town below were

presentl 3ble to observe tha the forward two were pulling upon 3 rope.

*“The word spread through the town:

ey are bringing down the body of David Davis.

The line of men were from the quary, They had becn shut in there by the

a week with the dead body of their companion David Davis,

becn killed the previous Sonday by bcng cught a &

Snow side, Provisions were running short at the Quarry 4nd. they

tha it was urgent tha the body thould be gotien t town. They Lcided, e

10 take chances on geting caught in slids along the way dow

“The body of Davis was wrapped in canvas and sccurely il pair of

27




ki, with a rope attached with which to_pull t. The entie force at the quarry
went ahead 1o break.trail. It was.(3) sight t be remembered—those men com
ing singl file down the mountain.”
Perhaps the most tragic of the three stories appeared in the Septem-
Ldth issue of the paper:

BAD SMASH ON TROLLEY

Four Persons Meet Death as
Result of Runaway Train
on the High Line

last Friday, a few minutes before noon. The

GEORGE HEALY, motorman of the train,
ROBERT P. LYTLE, brakeman
Pl

Four persons met death as the result of an accident on the trolley line here
dead:

ANSIO. ETE, 4 passenger.
MARY TONKO, 4 gl

“In some manner Healy, the motorman, lost control of a heavily loaded train

et the train aained 3 Faghtf 7. Goodwin, 4 mill emplovee who

was rding ‘on the trsin, umped. and landed without 3 sraich. The othes

iayed on the rin.

“Jus before resching the bridge over the Crystal River two of the cas in the

i dpesry gt fiofod Bl ol b

the brakeman, was on one of hes <ars. FE was thrown widh terTble force nto

the i of the Il and desch was merciflly qui

“Healy, the motorman, sayed with the balance of the tain, 45 did Negrei
e gir, The i at the loadng

sirl, 8 years
the scene and she was hurried to the hospital. She died at 5 o'clock that evening.
“The accident took place in plain view of scores of persons working around the
yards of the Colorado-Yule company. Rush Lytle, a son of the brakeman who
killed, saw his father meet his death. He was working on the bank of

the siver when the cars smashed into the il acros from him and e ran
Lytle

breathed his last. Rush said his father spoke to him and gave him word to carry
to Mrs. Lytle before the ene

“... witneses said that Healy (the motorman) started from one side of th
Gar 1o the other just as the final smash came. There was a huge block of marble
just back of the trolley cab and Healy put up one hand to steady himself on this
block just as the car trned over. The block caught him and

his firmly and then relaxcd. He then saw the blood trickling out from under
the rock and he knew it was all up for poor Heal

“It was necessary to employ a railway engine and a wire cable to ffe the rock

that held Healy 1.

The valley has not been without its tragedies. Marble was born
in the gayety of laughing prospectors who always looked, in their loncli
ness, over the hill to what they hoped would be beyond. Few of them
found what they were looking for; and those who did were probably
not content with what they found. Then came the exploiters who
sought, sagaciously and shrewdly, something more—something that
could be had through the hands of others. The great Colorado-Yule
Marble Company brought temporary sccurity and regular working hours
to the town’s citizens; strangers moved in; skilled workmen came from
Ttaly; stores bartered with workers; and the litele happinesses and trage-
dies of “little men” happened in a beautiful valley caught between high
mountains which, at times, showed no mercy. Then the company, per-
haps through loss of markets, perhaps through losses suffered from
flood and fire, closed its quarries and its mill. And, in the end, the great
flood of 1941 destroyed the town. ‘That flood may have been an act of
nature, but some former residents believe that the statue of a sheep
should be placed on the barren piles of rock and debris which cover the
town. The statute, they say, would forever be a monument to over-
grazing; it could be a reminder to later gencrations that Marble, and
perhaps other portions of a scarred West, had once been lush and green
and strong.

THE LARGEST SINGLE BLOCK OF MARBLE EVER QUARRIED.
USED FOR THE TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER AT ARLINGTON.




CHAIR MOUNTAIN AND THE CRYSTAL RIVER
G SOUTH FROM THE REDSTONE IN

3
In the Beginning

EARLY EXPLORATION

Gpanish explorers may have touched the Crystal Valley in their wan-
derings through the west. It is known that Coronado reached the south-
castern limits of the state in 1541 It is known that Juan Maria Rivera
penctrated the territory as far as the Guanison River i 1761. In 1776
two Spaniards, Escalante and Dominguez, reached the San Juan River.
But there is no actual evidence that any restess members of these parties
investigated the towering peaks of the Elk Range.

Captain John C. Fremont, the American, is known to have been
within about twenty-five miles of the present site of Glenwood Springs,
in 1845. It is definitcly known that John Jacob Astor's fur traders were
doing business on the Western Slope as carly as 1840.

According to Leonard C. Shoemaker, whose interesting history of
the Holy Cross National Forest can be found in manuscript in the
archives of the Colorado State Historical Museum in Denver, Mt. Sopris,
the aloof and startling peak at the northern extremity of the Crysta
River Valley, near Carbondale, was named for Richard Sopris. Shoe
maker says that Sopris, with fourteen companions, explored the region
in 1860. They left Denver in July, passed through South Park to the
present site of Breckenridge, traveled down the Blue River, crossed to
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Eagle, then to the Roaring Fork where “they prospected and named
Sopris Peak for their leader.” Finding nothing of importance, except the
magnificent peak, they moved down the Roaring Fork toward the
present site of Glenwood Springs. At the hot springs there they inscribed
their names with the date July 23, 1860. According to Shoemaker, Sopris
believed his to be the first party to discover the springs, but his claim
is doubful.

Shoemaker goes on to say that many small prospecting partics in-
vaded the Ek Mountains before actual permanent setdement began
between 1878 and 1880. Benjamin Graham, who had prospected the
Gunnison side of the range in 1866, reached the head of Rock Creck
by traveling up the Grand River (now known as the Colorado) and
turning up the Crystal at the present site of Carbondale. Graham's first
party was organized in 1870. In 1872 he established a camp, built a
cabin fort, and prospected the area, He discovered galena bearing ores
and a coal vein. One of Chicf Colorow's Ute bands drove him out and
burned all the panty's posscssions. They made their way one hundred
miles on foot to escape with their lives. Shoemaker says that H. C.
Pattison, “who later setded at Carbondale, prospected on Avalanche
Creck, a few miles north of Redstone, in 1880, and found evidence of
earlier prospecting, which he considered had been done twenty-five
years previously.” Shoemaker thinks this prospecting might have been
done by cither the Sopris or the Graham parties.

Dr. F. V. Hayden, the government geologist, crossed the valley
in 187374, In his 1874 report Dr. Hayden wrote that one of his party
became ill near Mount Sopris and he was forced to stop there twenty
days with the sick man while the rest of his party continued. Hayden
described the Elk Mountain Range as being made up of all the moun-
tains along the present Gunnison-Pitkin line, and those as far as M.
Sopris on the north, and as far as Crested Butte on the south.

The first permanent setdements in the Crystal River Valley were
started a little later than those in the Eagle River and Roaring Fork
Valleys. The town of Schoficld, south of Crystal, was surveyed and plat-
ted in 1879 and was the central station for prospectors in the valley.
Two men, Gift and Anderson, located claims near Avalanche Creck,
north of Redstone, in the same year. Crystal was seuled in 1881

The government opened the agricultural lands for settlement in
the 80's. Prior to the government survey, all ranch setlers in the region
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held their land under squatters’ right. Shocmaker says that many claims
were jumped and several men were killed. “The only one recorded is
that of Harry Burrows who located on a ranch two miles east of Carbon-
dale. While temporarily absent, Mike Ryan and Dan Fenton took posses
sion of the premiscs and when Burrows returned he shot and killed
both of them upon their refusal to move.

By 1885 most of the ranches and farms now extant in the Crystal
River Valley had been claimed by their original owners.

e Jndlians

There are no rail connections in 1949 between Carbondale and Redstone
and Marble and Crystal, The Crystal River Railroad once ran to Placita,
a few miles beyond Redstone, The Crystal River & San Juan Railroad
ran from Placita to Marble. The CR was the property of the Colorado
Fuel & Iron Company. The CR&S] was the property of the Colorado-
Yule Marble Company which leassd the CR when Redstone’s coke
ovens shut down. Operations were discontinued completely in 1942
and the whole line was dismantled.

The steam engine and the Indian are extinet in the valley.

It should be remembered that once the Elk Mountains were a favor
ite hunting ground of the Utes. It is said that Colorow, the great Indian
Chicf who opposed the conciliatory tactics of Ouray, first achieved fame
among his warriors when he distinguished himself in a great baule
fought near the present site of Carbondale when his tribe decisively
defeated a superior force of Arapahocs on Red Mountain. Legend holds
that a small band of Utes, of which the youthful Colorow was a member,
was surpriscd on White Mountain by Arapahoes. The Utes retreated to
a barricade on Red Mountain and exterminated the atackers.

The hot springs, now being developed by the Redstone Inn for the
use of its guests, were once a favorite camping ground for the tribe on
its migrations to the bear and clk grounds on the Big Muddy, southwest
of Redstone. These springs were later known as the Penney Hot Springs.
There are, at the present time, old setlers living in the valley who can
recall the Ute scasonal migrations, and the encampments near the
springs.
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The Crystal River Valley was a part of the territory claimed from
time immemorial by the Utes. Their traditions and their beliefs, their
customs and their unrecorded history are all part of the myths of the
valley.

Too often, perhaps, the Indian has been used as a mere semicomic
or pseudo-romantic adjunct to the boastings of white men who drove
him from his land with superior fire power. Actually the Indian was a
man, a liver in an environment, a lover of his woman, a provider for
his sons. The Crystal River Valley is not the only valley in which the
Ute once dwelt, but when the modern traveler climbs out of his sixty
horses to smell the sweetness of the aspen trees near Redstone, he might,
if he listens, hear more than the soft wind touching leaves, more than
the steps of vanished cokers walking to their homes.

The Utes had their loves. The men married at about 18, the girls
from 14 to 16. When a brave wished to woo a girl he killed a deer and
took it to the wickiup of his choice. It was the custom for him to enter
her home, but to pay no attention to her. If she had decided not to
marry him it was her duty to ignore him. If she had decided to become
his bride she went to his horse, watered and fed it, unstrapped the deer,
cared for the meat and skin, cooked some of the meat, and invited her
lover to cat. That was all. They were man and wifc, and could be parted
only by death or divorce.*

The Utes danced. The Dog Dance, for men only, was a war dance.
The Tea Dance, for both sexcs, was similar to the Sioux dance called the
Ghost Dance. The Lame Horse Dance was for women only. Al dancing
was done outside in a circular enclosure made of green boughs raked
together. The Bear Dance was one of their most important functions.
It lasted about four days. Its object was to assist the bears in the moun-
tains to recover from their arduous hibernation, to provide food for
living bears and for dead bears in the happy hunting grounds.

The Utes were sometimes cruel. One of their tribal customs was to
put to death one of twins born into the tribe. If one was a girl and the
other a boy, the boy was allowed to live. If they were of the same sex,
the biggest and strongest was allowed to live. They did not actually

“The authority here used is Sidney Jocknick, EAncy Davs ox T Wesrixx Stope,
Denver, The Carson-Harper Co, 1913.
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murder their baby victims, but took them to a secluded spot and allowed
them to perish from starvation.

The Utes demanded social responsibility. When the medicine man
practiced, he risked his own life. He procurcd his magic from dead
Indians who came to him at night, from cagles, birds, etc. When a man
established a reputation as a magician he was implicitly believed, and
many fees of blankets and horses were paid him for his services. But if
he failed after having contracted to curc a patient, he paid with his life.

The Utes were religious. All Indians went to the sun when they
dicd. The Great Spirit lived in the sun. Lesser gods were of War, Peace,
Thunder and Lightning, and Floods. The lesser gods formed 4 union
and through them the Great Spirit blessed Utes whom he desired should
be mighty as hunters and warriors. There was a future life, but no future
punishment. There was no new death in the land of fair skies where
there were great mountains, limitless forests, grassy plains, and rivers of
sweetness which would flow forever; there was no sickness, the women
ere beautiful, the men were strong, the hoses were flet It can be
y few Indians were cowards. A believer could not fear
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By the treaty of 1863 the Utes surrendered parts of mountain coun-
try definitely described by topographical features. By the terms, the
fabulous valley of the Crystal lay wichin the reservation they retained
It was part of their rightful domain promised to them “for as long as
rivers might rin and grasses might grow.”

They were exiled in 1881,
But the great red cliffs remember them.

nd there is a road now, McClure Pass, to their favorite clk and
bear grounds on the Big Muddy. Completed in 1947, starting at Placita,
just south of Redstone, it opens up the whole valley of the Guanison
10 tourists who drive through the Crystal Valley.




4.

The (ﬁﬂfr ?

Wfiting in the Marble Boosss, August 25, 1917, Frank Frost, editor,
asked a question:

WHY 1S THE JINX?

The valley of the Crysal River, from Carbondale up through Redstone and
Marble to Crystal, is one of the prettest regions Nature cver created, Tn 31l the
state of Colorado, famed the world over for its scenic attractiveness, there is

y quite 0 pretty as the Crystal River. This statement is made advisedly,
for the writer has traveled over most of the stae in a motor car and knows
personally whereof he writes.

‘But there is a ‘inx’ of some kind on this valley. At various times during its
history since the white men drove the Indians out of it, there have been four
thriving towns along the Crystal River. All of thesc towns failed and are fow
what are known as ‘busted” towns. First there was Crystal, at the head of the

ad a very good
the future looked bright. Geologists had pronounced
the district 3 veritable treasure house of rich minerals, yct the town went
busted." The minerals arc sl there; there will be many big mincs, making big
money, up there someday. But wil it be in our time?

“Then came Redstone, where millions of dollars were spent to make the pretiest
and most ideal coal camp in the world. The railroad and rolling stock, used in
the line from the town to Coal Basin, twelve miles up Coal Creck, alone repre.
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sented an investment of nearly half a million. Then there was the town, with
i magnificent Inn, library, school building, club house, ctc., representing untold
re - Redstone 15 deserted today (1917). Weeds grow in the
ooryards of splendid homes and young tree growths have come up in the last
ten years through cracks in the rotting walks and porches.
“There was Placita, at one time a prosperous coal camp of several hundred.
cre is scarcely 3 femnant of the town left, although it is once more inhabited
by men warking at the mine which for so'many years lay idle. But it is ooly
2 shadow af its former self, ater all is said about the present operations

“Then comes Marble. Twelve millions of dollars are invested here in quarrics
and the Anishing plant of the Colorado-Yule Marble company, besides thousands

upon thousands in stores and homes. When the editor of this paper came to
Marble, in March, 1911, was house 10 be re for love or
m cople were living in tents, all houses being full to the limit, and i
piano boxes, chickes . barns—anywhere that they coul helter
Fight hundred men were working for the Colorado-Yule Company. Hundreds

cn were in other lines of business and activit there
arc scarcely ifty men in Marble. Our former citizens have scattered to the four

he compass; some are in Vermont, lifornia, some in Can-

2da, some in Texas and Georgia. By the time Winter scts in there will be
fewer than 100 persons—men, women and children—lcft in Marble.

“Itis pitful to contemplate such hard luck. In the case of Marble, for instance,
it can be truly stated that no one wanted t leave here. It was not from choice

“Some day this valley will come into its own. Nature certainly was bountiful
in the distribution of resources up and down the Crystal River, but man has
been lame, mighty lame, in developing the same. The right man may yet come
along. Specd the day, is our fervent wish.

The Marble editor, faced with bankruptcy, apparently was discour-
aged when he wrote the above in 1917. Today, in 1949, Marble is almost
deserted, the Crystal mines are not open—but Redstone is a mecca for
tourists. Although man may have failed over the years to extract the
wealth he sought in the great quarries, in the mines of the mineral belt,
in the coal beds of Redstone, the valley has not changed.The cleanness
of the Crystal River has not been dirtied, the autumn colors of the trees
and hills perennially return in splendor; and the red cliffs near Redstone,
opening and closing on the valley like patterned sculpture, remain the
same. Man has failed to exploit the valley, but by his failure he has
prescrved something of the varying quiet and tremendous power of

38

the valley. Man finds there the peace of great scenic poetry. The wealth,
as Frost said, is there—hidden in Sheep Mountain and in Coal Basin
and in Treasury Mountain, and man may one day dig for it. In the
meantime the Redstone Inn and other hotels afford the tourist, hunter,
and visitor modern and comfortable headquarters from which to person-
ally investigate the valley.

The turbulent history of the river has become a story now, difficult
to uncover from myths and legends grown up to hide the truth. But
the Crystal is there, now peaceful, now stormy and magnificent. Though
the complete story may never be told of man’s failure, the fabulous
valley will remain—

“for as long as rivers might run and grasses might grow.”

Gunnison County Library
07 N. Wisconsin
Gunnison, CO 81230
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